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Web publications

10 May 2024

Expansion of gene drive mosquito projects in Africa

International and national biosafety regulations are urgently needed, including the right to say no

By Sabrina Masinjila, African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) research and advocacy officer

Sabrina Masinjila attended the 26th
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific and Technological Advice
(SBSTTA 26) under the CBD, where
Parties are convening to discuss Risk
Assessment for genetically engineered
(GE) gene drive mosquitoes.

In this blog, she discusses the
expansion of gene drive mosquito
projects in Africa and the need for
international and national biosafety

regulations.
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13 May 2024

GMOs: two decades of laying out the facts

Even though first-generation genetically modified (GM) agricultural crops have faced significant setbacks and outright failures over the last two decades, a new push
for second-generation GM crops has emerged. Despite the destructive role of industrial agricultural expansion in biodiversity loss and human health, we are seeing a
resurgence in its momentum, with false solutions such as these being offered. This has been accompanied by propaganda that perpetuates the narrative that GM
crops are needed for food security.

Their ongoing promotion raises questions about the motivations behind their introduction and highlights the need for critical research into the implications of these
biotechnologies.

Download and read some of the fact sheets we've published over the last 20 years on GM crops.

L 3

An introduction to GM seeds
What is a GM crop?

Since farming began, people have worked with nature to
breed plants and animals to meet human needs. Usually
this breeding can only happen within the same species. In
the last 30 years, scientists have used genetic engineering
to create plants and animals with novel characteristics.

An introduction to GM seeds:
why they're so different to what
we know

This post highlights and
links to some of the fact
sheets we’ve published
over the last 20 years on

GM crops.
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ACB and its partners made a
submission to the Director General the
Department of Employment and
Labour regarding the Draft
Regulations for Hazardous Chemical
Agents (HCA), made in terms of the
Occupational Health and Safety Act,
No 85 of 1993, published on 5 April

2024 for public comment.
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ACB published a joint

statement that rejects the
South African regulations on

hazardous chemicals.

5 July 2024

Stop chemical war on bodies of farm workers, farm dwellers
and their children!

Statement rejecting the Draft Regulations for Hazardous Chemical Agents published on 5 April 2024, under the Occupational
Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act No 85 of 1993)
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3 September 2024

‘Black Box’ Biotechnology - Integration of artificial
intelligence with synthetic biology

ACB, together with Third World
Network and ETC Group, produced a
briefing paper, researched and written
by Jim Thomas, addressing
‘generative’ Al tools which are now
being applied to generate novel digital

sequences for GMOs and proteins.
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Integration of artificial intelligence with synthetic
biology

This briefing paper, from the African
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), together
with Third World Network (TWN) and ETC
Group, is a timely warning about the
risks, hype and inequities underpinning
generative biology, ahead of the
Convention on Biological Diversity's COP
16, which will be held in Cali, Colombia,
21 October-1 November 2024.

e You can also view a vio: 1]
homas, who researched and wrote the
briefing, in which he gives an overview
of the issues.

theAnaIYSiS.news

Reality Asserts Itself
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Big Digital Tech Moves Into Synthetic Biology: The Generative Al Rush/Black Box

= By Lynn Fries + Posted on October 8, 2024 « October 30, 2024 3:2
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two updated factsheets on this
dangerous distraction from real
agricultural and food systems

solutions for Africa.
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GM wheat is set to be grown in field trials
in SA during 2025 and 2026, at three

locations in the Western Cape and one in

the Northern Cape following an

application for field trials by Trigall
Objections to the Application by Trigall

Genetics SA for permission to conduct PP :
felid trials i South Africa in sospoct of Genetics in August 2024. ACB submitted

e g objections to the application for field

trials, as we found it to be fatally flawed,

and thus it should be rejected.

Submitted by the

% 4 AFRICAN CENTRE
African Centre for R E - ,

Biodiversity
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HELEN DAY

Over the years, a diverse range of
artists and graphic designers have
illustrated and designed the covers
and content pages of our
publications and our factsheets,
and collaborated on the design of
our logo and brand identity. To
honour their contributions, we
collated some of their art on our

website.
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Press releases

22 October 2024

Groundbreaking judgment of the Supreme Court of Appeal in
ACB vs Monsanto/Bayer and the State

Commercial approval of GM drought-tolerant maize set aside

After nine long years of arduous
litigation by the ACB, a full bench of the
Supreme Court of Appeal set aside
several layers of decision-making
regarding the approval of the
application by Monsanto, now Bayer,
for commercial release of its drought-
tolerant genetically modified (GM)
maize, MON87460.
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Supreme Court of Appeal blocks Monsanto’s

é»\? ‘ﬁ G M WATC H GMO maize, citing flaws in government
=

safety oversight

News and comment on genetically modified foods and their associated pesticides
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Following nearly a decade of legal challenges led by the African Centre for Biodiversity

HR & Management
(ACB), the Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) in Bloemfontein, South Africa, has reached a

1cT ;
South Africa’'s Supreme Court of Appeal Rules e o o e significant ruling.
Against Monsanto on Genetically Modified Maize an Centre for Biodiversity uesy.
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News Comment
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This landmark decision by South Africa’s Supreme Court of Appeal

= . . . Retail
After a nine-yea of South Africa’s overturns the country's commereial approval of Monsanto's GM maize M) maize y Mo N87460 % S]! ;
e commerclal approval variant, MON87460. The ruling, issued by a panel of five judges, Tourism & Travel
followed s prolanged legal challenge led by the African Centre for th e fi rst instance J udge
b

Biodiversity, which argued that the Monsanto company, now owned by

K . 2 A FEATURES
Bayer, had received approval far its maize without adequate scrutiny
of the potential environmental and health risks. BizTrends
The judgement nullifies previous approvals granted in South Africa by IMC Conference
the country’s executive council for GMOs, an appeal hoard, and the
minister of agriculture, food and fisheries, as well as a 2023 high court IAB Bookmarks Awards

ruling, marking South Africa’s first judicial decisian addressing GMOs
and setting a siondficant precedent for future cases.

Orchids and Onions
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Mentions South Africa apex court reverses GMO

approval
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Why South Africa's apex court reversed
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SOUTH AFRICA’'S SUPREME COURT
REVERSES GMO APPROVAL DUE TO
SAFETY CONCERNS.
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Court says GMO regulator didn't follow
proper procedure

By Lindi Botha | 24 October 20

A

NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT
The Supreme Court of.
drought-tolerant maize General
Executive Council (EC)

their risk assessment ¥

Insurance Banking Healthcare

Financial Institutions
Legal Snapshot

South Africa and global insurance, financial instifutions, banking and general law know-how

to the precautionary principle

& By Felix Le Roux on October 28, 2024

Home

View topics #8  Archiy

Administrative decisions on environmental
issues (genetically modified maize) are subject

Mail‘Guardian

Green Guardian

1S / Visit careers.mg.co.za WHATSAPP? /

News ~ Thought Leader Politics Friday Features ~ Research World ~ Pow

NATIONAL / 28 OCTOBER 2024

SCA rules against Monsanto on genetically
modified maize

By Sheree Bega

South Africa ranks among the top 10 countries globally for the adoption of GM crops. (File photo by Rajesh
JANTILAL/AFF via Gatty Images)
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Groundbreaking judgment of the
Supreme Court of Appeal in ACB vs

SOUTH AFRICA'S SUPREME Monsanto/Bayer Commercial

approval of GM drought-tolerant
APPROVAL DUE TO SAFETY R
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— South African court orders re-evaluation of Monsanto's
decade-long maize variety permit

Published October 28, 2024

The application of the precautior
in the approval of GMOs

In African Centre for Biodiversity NPC v Minister of Agr sesreh
Fisheries and Others, the Supreme Court of Appeal (“t
issued permit to conduct activities in respect of geneti
organisms (“GMOs") and remitted the decision to app!
reconsideration.

LATEST DIGITAL M

Statutory framework
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How crops are being disaster-proofed

10 May 2024 Share «<§

—— ACB is mentioned as an advocate

Technology Reporter

for seed management to remain with
farmers, rather than companies that

can patent seeds.
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e
Civil Society Urges Precaution As

UN Body Considers Risky New
Genetic Technologies

Coverage of the 26th meeting of the
Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological Advice
(SBSTTA), mentioning Sabrina

Masinjila as the anchor of the webinar.
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Is Uganda, Africa ready for emerging synthetic
biology technologies, experts weigh in

© Jun 22,2024

Atwine told New Vision online that, with regulations in place, Uganda and
other African countries will benefit from the many beneficial possibilities
that synthetic biology offers.

Medicine

7 S
ol

Virus Synthetlc genetic material of virus New vaccine Improved
put into a carrier human health

This article makes reference to ACB and a
report published in 2018 in which we critique
and express biosafety concerns about gene
drives including the possibility of broader
ecological, health, social and/or economic

impacts.
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Review | Open access | Published: 19 June 2024

Assessing CRISPR/Cas? potential in SDG3 attainment:
malaria elimination—regulatory and community

engagement landscape ACB and Gene Watch are mentioned

Aleksandra Snuzik &

as part of stakeholder and community

Malaria Journal 23, Article number: 192 (2024) | Cite this article

456 Accesses | Metrics partiCipantS WhO engaged in th|S

Abstract assessment.

Elimination of malaria has become a United Nations member states target: Target 3.3 of the
sustainable development goal no. 3 (SDG3). Despite the measures taken, the attainment of
this goal is jeopardized by an alarming trend of increasing malaria case incidence. Globally,
there were an estimated 241 million malaria cases in 2020 in 85 malaria-endemic countries,
increasing from 227 million in 2019. Malaria case incidence was 59, which means effectively
no changes in the numbers occurred, compared with the baseline 2015. Jennifer Doudna—co-
inventor of CRISPR/Casg technology—claims that CRISPR holds the potential to lessen or
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These articles cover a protest that took place on
Friday, 5 July which linked to a joint submission -

signed by ACB - regarding the Draft Regulations for

9% msn Q. seaitithiieh Hazardous Chemical Agents as well as the DAs
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move to eliminate minimum wage which will have

dire impact on agricultural workers.
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0 Newly appointed Minister of Agriculture John Steenhuisen says
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SUIDERNUUS / SOUTHERN POST 3

So far, South Africa's wheat production has escaped
netic tampering. However, an Uruguayan firm,
igall Genetics, is seeking permission to conduct

trials of a wheat variety that has been genetically

modified to resist “environmental stress” factors
such as drought in four locations in South Africa.

The firm wants to do confined field trials in
Protem, Swellendam and Moorreesburg in the
Western Cape and Hopetown in the Northern
Cape on HB4 wheat. strand has been
genetically engineered through microparticle
bombardment of the wheat variety Cadenza, to
tease out a trait it is claimed will shield crop yield
against extreme weather events,

South Africa approved the import of HB4 wheat
for food, feedstock and processing in 2022.
However, GM wheat cultivation does not yet have
the green light.

According to the ISAAA,* only three countries
have approved HB4 for commercial cultivation —
Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay. Uruguay has not
okayed the commercial cultivation of HB4,
although it is a biotechnology firm domiciled there
which will seek approval for the trials in South
Africa.

Uruguayan firm wants to do field trials of
GM wheat at Protem and Swellendam

Mathabo le Roux & Anri Matthee

> Y 1) 0 e 2 : e A e A

Photo: Michael Gabler / under licence CC BY-SA 3.0.

to meet almost half our demand. Most of these
imports come from Canada, Germany, Lithuania,
Poland, Russia, Ukraine and the USA, according to
the department of agriculture and forestry.

To date genetic crop modification in South
Africa has predominantly focused on engineering
herbicide tolerance and insect resistance,
according to an article published by the African
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB)

ACB's work on GMOs is cited in
an article on Trigall Genetics,
which is seeking permission to
conduct trials of a wheat variety
in Protem, Swellendam and
Moorreesburg in the Western
Cape and Hopetown in the

Northern Cape on HB4 wheat.
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In this article on how risk assessment and
information on using genetically modified
mosquitoes to eradicate malaria are lacking
and concerns are brushed aside, ACB's
report Gene drive organisms: What Africa

should know about actors, motives and

threats to biodiversity and food systems is

Wo die Lebensbedingungen prekar sind, sterben mehr Menschen an Krankheiten, insbesondere .
Kinder. Daran dndern die Gentech-Projekte nichts. © menierd / Depositphotos Cl te d .

Afrika als Versuchslabor fiir umstrittene Gentechnik

Josef Estermann / Martina Frei / 4.09.2024 Genveranderte Miicken sollen
Malaria ausrotten. Risikoabschatzung und Aufklarung fehlen, Bedenken
werden vom Tisch gewischt.
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31: Tolle Knolle? Uber gentechnisch
verdanderte Kartoffeln und Biopiraterie

24, October 2024

31: Tolle Knolle? Uber gentechnisch verdnderte Kartoffeln und Biopiraterie
Interview mit Mariam Mayet vom African Centre For Biodiversity
&

| Subscribe | S M All episodes »

Mariam interview on GM potatoes
with Thomas Bless, Gen-ethic
Network. The central theme of the
interview would be the theft of
data (biopiracy) from farmers in
the Andes region and the
attempts to integrate genetically
modified plants through
"development” projects in other

countries.
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Govt Must Debate And
Discuss With All
Stakeholders Before
Finalising Policy Document
On GM Crops

Govt Must Debate And Discuss With All
Stakeholders Before Finalising Policy Document
On GM Crops

Brian Dowd-Uribe, editor of a social science journal, has been
relentlessly questioning claims made by GM scientists

sees.. . GMO? 2vhE
Genetically Modified Orgsnism
530,000
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NO LONG-TEAM TESTING N

Mariam Mayet's comments on the
Bonus Eventus network are noted
in this article by Devinder
Sharmer, a food policy analyst
and an expert on issues related to
the agriculture sector. The article
looks at the history of GM crops

and pesticides being pushed on

developing country markets.
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Why GMOs do not serve interest of Nigerian people -
Alliance

ACB's court case win against the
government and Bayer
(Monsanto) is cited in this article
which looks at the lack of
adequate long term risk

assessment with regards to

GMOs in Nigeria.
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The Continent

Kenyan fight against GM crops heads to the
appeal court

The state has opened the door for modified seeds to help grow food. Activists

desperately want to close it
& mecomen ACB's Mariam Mayet is quoted in
() (s — an article on the legal fight against

GM crops in Kenya. She notes

Maureen Kasuku

that neighbouring countries have

declared their opposition to GM

seeds and crops.
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Why GM crops aren’t feeding
Africa

Despite decades of research, few countries grow them there
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Mariam Mayet was interviewed for

this article on the "struggle" to

bring GM crops to Africa.




Mentions

[ £) © o @m d Carpers & Tenders News

Mai LI .”r'aian _\ g.coza WHATSAPP? / Foliow the M&G

News ~ Thought Leader Politics Green Guardian Friday Features ~ Research World ~ Pov

TikTok:
For Business

COLUMNS /24 NOVEMBER 2024

How judicial overreach blocks progress in
South African agriculture

'By Eustace Davie

] x | = in IS

This column by Eustace Davie, a
Director and Board member of the
Free Market Foundation,
describes the Supreme Court win

over the government and Bayer

(Monsanto) as judicial overreach.
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NIGERIA'S GMO CRISIS EXPOSED VIA
PUBLIC HEARINGS.

DECEMBER 1, 2024

Rutendo Matinyarare writes on his
experience of a hearing in Nigeria
investigating the impact of GMOs on
health and the environment. ACB's
Supreme Court win is mentioned in the
article and how the approval for the
production of MON 87460 in Nigeria was

probably rubber-stamped as well.
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NDC in Ghana are open to GMOs in the food

Debate over: NPP' NDC accept GMO system. Since April 2024, Ghana’s National

with caution

Severious Kale-Dery / Dec-02-2024,08:37 / 6 minutes read

Biosafety Authority has approved the

commercialisation of 14 new GMO crops.

The Centre for Indigenous Knowledge and

Organisational Development (CIKOD),
however, is cited as cautioning the country

from embracing it, referring to ACB's recent

court case win at the Supreme Court.
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Australla’s Front Line | Since 2011

Biotech firm backed by Bill Gates wants to
release GM mosquitoes in Australia

Qxitec, the biatech firm funded by Bill Gares, wants o bring its genetically momifieg mosqoitoes onio our
shores

ACB's briefing paper, Oxitec’s failed GM mosquito
releases worldwide: Forewarnings for Africa and the
Target Malaria project, is mentioned in this article
reporting on Oxitec wanting to release genetically

modified Aedes Aegypti mosquitoes in Queensland.
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ACB's legacy podcast: celebrating 20 years of resistance
against GMOs in Africa

This first podcast in the series is hosted
by ACB Research and Advocacy Officer
Sabrina Masinijila, and features our
Executive Director and founder Mariam

Mayet as well as Haidee Swanby who
worked for ACB for a decade.

ACB's legacy podcast: celebrating 20 years of resistance

against GMOs in Africa

ACB's two-decade legacy by African Centre for Biodiversity

So1Eo1 | () May 13, 2024

| ﬁ Copy RSS feed ’ ‘ «p Listenon .. ’ ‘ (1 Share ’ ‘@ Website




Meetings and events

At the International Farmer Seeds
Gathering 2024, ACB shared the current
status on what is happening in Africa with
regards to genome editing, deregulation,
and implications to the future of food and

agricultural systems on the continent.
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Journals / Agronomy / Volume 14 / Issue 5 / 10.3390/agronomy14051002
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Mapping the Land Use Changes in Cultivation Areas of Maize and
[ Review for this Journal ] Soybean from 2006 to 2017 in the North West and Free State Provinces,
South Africa

Propose a Special Issue . - o 3
— by Siphokazi Ngcinela 12" 8% Abbyssinia Mushunje ' &9 Amon Taruvinga ' &,

Shelton Charles Mutengwa 3 & and Samuel Tlou Masehela 4 &2

[ Submit to this Journal
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1 Department of Agricultural Economics and Extension, University of Fort Hare, Alice 5700, South Africa
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ACB resources are used
and referenced in this

article.
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The Last Seed: A Reflection on Food
Sovereignty and the Battle for Africa’s

Agricultural Future

The documentary, rich with narratives from small-scale farmers, activists, and policy experts, sparks an
engaging discussion on the challenges facing African agriculture and the urgent need for a paradigm shift

toward sustainable farming practices.

The Last Seed was screened in a
session of the Friday Political
Classes on February 28, 2025, at
the opposition ACT Wazalendo
party’s HQ in Magomeni, Dar es
Salaam. This article unpacks the
insights of the documentary on
issues of food and seed
sovereignty, agroecology and the
growing dominance of
multinational corporations in

Africa’s agricultural landscape.
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Sabrina Masinjila represented the
ACB in AFSA’s 3rd Pan African

Seed Conference in Niamey,

Niger. She presented a keynote
speech on the history and
implication on seed regulations on
smallholder farmers and on
FMSS.




Meetings and events

ACB’s Sabrina Masinjila participated in a
multi-stakeholder workshop hosted by
the Kenya Seed Savers Network. The
aim of the meeting, which took place in

Gilgil, was to develop a strategy for

grassroots organisations to effectively

3 October 2024

Kenya Seed Savers Network workshop on CBD and GBF

engage in the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) and actualise the Global

Biodiversity Framework (GBF).




Meetings and events

30 Octeober 2024

International Farmer Seeds Gathering 2024

ACB participated in the fourth edition of
the International Farmer Seeds Gathering
in France. The gathering was a key event
for sharing knowledge between peers and
promoting a collective message in favour
of local farmer seeds and a healthy
agroecological system for the environment

and people.




Meetings and events

Atelier de renforcement des capacités

surla protection des obtention
| M Vegetales et les droits des Paysans o

13-15 Moy 2025

ACB co-hosted and participated in a
capacity-building workshop on Plant
Variety Protection and Farmers’ Rights in
Entebbe, Uganda. Organised in
partnership with the Alliance for Food
Sovereignty in Africa (AFSA) and
APBREBES, the workshop brought
together civil society organisations,
smallholder farmers, and government
representatives from both Anglophone and

Francophone countries.




Programme 3:
Corporate Expansion
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05 Les aliments ultra-transformés en Alrigue | Ultra-processed 4008 in Africa

In this series focusing on ultra-processed food (UPF) on the African continent, ACB explores the impacts of
shifting dietary patterns, with increasing reliance on low-cost, ultra-processed foods (UPFs) globally, and in

Africa in particular, in the context of an urgent call for a just, agroecological food system transition.
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; ABOUTUS v  NYELENI NEWSLETTERS v
international movement
for food sovereignty

Newsletter no 55 — Ultra-processed food, a “corporate
diet”

Nyeleni quotes and makes reference to a
number of publications on the topic of
UPF and it's implications around the
world. They include a link to the factsheet

post on ACB's website.
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THE DECLINE OF FISI’S e
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ACB published two briefing papers on farm input subsidy programmes (FISPs) in
Zambia and Malawi, which examine particularly how they've contributed to the

brewing food crisis and how they could evolve to truly support smallholder

farmers to meet their needs and contribute to food sovereignty for both nations.
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dg
Harmful subsiﬁies,
debt and financing for

biodiversity in Africa -
Just transition pathways for -
CBD’s COP 16 and beyond

October 2024

This briefing provides an overview of
some of the structural obstacles to
effectively fund environmental
protection, as well as the threats and
opportunities. It becomes clear that
solutions for financing environmental
protection cannot be considered
separately from systemic reform of the
international financial architecture or an

end to African debt peonage.
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1 November 2024

Civil society coalition says: Heads must roll for Terbufos
regulatory failure

ACB, as part of a coalition of civil
society organisations and unions
concerned with the impacts of
pesticides, in a joint press release
called on the South African government
to take urgent, effective action to
prevent further tragedies in vulnerable
communities following the tragic deaths

of six children in Soweto.
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NATIONAL /10 NOVEMBER 2024

VUKA Civil society coalition wants heads to roll
News over Terbufos deaths

By Sheree Bega
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Read Up. Rise Up

Civil society coalition says: Heads must roll for Terbufos
. regulatory failure
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Draft regulations on hazardous chemical
agents leave farmworkers at risk farmworker trade unions and civil

This article covers a coalition of

By Sheree Bega

] ] = fin [}

society organisations, which have
rejected the department of employment
and labour’s draft regulations on
hazardous chemical agents under the

Occupational Health and Safety Act.
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Home » Editors Picks » Practical steps to stay safe as another spaza shop killer snack in

Practical steps to stay safe as another
spaza shop killer snack in Diepkloof
leaves 1 child dead, 3 critical

This article links to UnPoison's
press release published on the
ACB website which provides a list

of highly hazardous pesticides still

in use in South Africa.
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Growmg urgency to strengthen SA regulatlons on harmful pestlc1des
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This article unpacks the double standards
when it comes to highly hazardous
pesticides. It cites the Pesticide Tribunal's
press release on the use of terbufos in SA.
And links to UnPoison's press release
published on the ACB website which

provides a list of highly hazardous

pesticides still in use in South Africa.
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Watch: Terbufos found at spaza shop
linked to Siyabonga Mnisi's death

The toxic substance is banned for household use and has been implicated in similar food poisoning cases across the country.

by Avuya Walters — 21 November 2024 in News

This article links to UnPoison's
press release published on the
ACB website which provides a list

of highly hazardous pesticides still

in use in South Africa.
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Greenhouse gas
emissions in the South
African food system:

Integrated and transformalive
PSPONSES requ

The agri-food system is estimated to
produce about 18% of South Africa’s total
emissions. 49% of this is from livestock and
emissions from crop production. Another
41% is from energy use and transport in the
food system. Other food systems emissions
include organic waste disposal, industrial
processes, and refrigeration. This paper
provides a detailed breakdown of emissions
across these categories, as well as
proposing entry points for emissions

reductions.
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food security threat 1/3

GLOBAL CLIMATE CRISIS

SOUTH AFRICA FACES SERIOUS FOOD SECURITY THREAT _eNCA.com]

[ 2AMOKGOPA GIVES UPDATE ON PREPAID METER RECODING | AFRICA NEWS | NAMIBIANS HEAD 10 PC
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Petitions

22 November 2024

Petition - Reckless endangerment: Hold South
African government and chemical industry to
account for deaths and serious illnesses from toxic
pesticides on the farm and in food

ACB and other partners in the South
Africa People's Tribunal on Agrotoxins
launched a petition to hold the South
African government and chemical
industry to account for deaths and
serious illnesses from toxic pesticides
on the farm and in food. Among other
demands, we called for a ban on

Terbufos with immediate effect.




Letter of demand
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5 December 2024

Ban Terbufos and HHPs or face legal action Minister
Steenhuisen, says civil society alliance

ACB and a group of organisations,
academics, and unions sent a letter of
demand to Minister of Agriculture, Mr John
Steenhuisen, requiring him to immediately
ban Terbufos. The coalition called on the
Minister to indicate his willingness to
undertake the steps set out in the letter
within 21 days of the date of the letter, but
we granted an extension to end of February
2025.




Web post

Ban Terbufos and HHPs or face legal action Minister
Steenhuisen

16 January 2025

Media campaign highlights urgent need to ban Terbufos, HHPs

In December 2024, the ACB, alongside its
coalition partners, submitted a letter of
demand to Minister of Agriculture John
Steenhuisen urgently appealing for the
immediate ban of Terbufos. To amplify this
call, we launched an extensive media
campaign to expose the persistent
regulatory failures and conflicts of interest
that continue to jeopardise public health and

safety. View the coverage here.



https://acbio.org.za/gm-biosafety/media-campaign-highlights-urgent-need-to-ban-terbufos-hhps/

Letter

With no substantive response forthcoming
from the Registrar: Act No. 36 of 1947, Mr

Jonathan Mudzunga, after calling for a

review of the registration of 2,4-D in South

Africa, despite substantiation in a further

submission, and persistent follow up for over

6 December 2024

One year later and no substantive response to our call for a a year, ACB sent a letter to the Minister of

review of 2,4-D Agriculture, Mr John Steenhuisen, asking

Minister Steenhuisen, when can we expect the Registrar to respond?

him to urgently intervene.




Complaint

30 January 2025

“Palesa’s Brave Discovery” violates children’s and consumers’
rights

ACB, as part of the South African People’s
Tribunal on AgroToxins, submitted
substantive complaints to the SA Human
Rights Commission and the Advertising
Regulatory Board, calling for the withdrawal
of a comic book published by Food for
Mzanzi and CropLife (representing the
agrochemical industry), because it violates

the rights of children and consumers.
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FINANCING BIODIVERSITY
IN THE FACE OF CAPITALIST

EXTRACTIVISM AND ECOCIDE

tgmments on the Sauth ffrican
government's Biodiversity finance Plan

The South African government’s 2017 Biodiversity Finance
Plan (BFP) identifies possible financial “solutions” that can be
clustered into five potential sources.This report considers each
of these in detail, assessing possibilities and challenges, and
proposes other options that can lead to a more open-ended
transformative approach rather than entrenching financial

power and the commodification of nature.




Publication

SA government'’s legislative
sleight of hand allows ongoing
assault on our food system
and people’s health

AFRICAN CENTRE
FOR BIODIVERSITY FEBRUARY 2025

The ACB submitted substantive objections to the South
African government’s attempt to backtrack on its commitments
to phase out highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs), including
glufosinate ammonium (GLA), by way of spurious and

potentially unlawful “derogation” regulations.




Press release

JOIN US
ONLINE

18 March 2025

Pesticide poisons on farms, poisons in the streets: People’s
Tribunal puts government, agrarian feudalism on trial in South

Africa

The South African People’s Tribunal on AgroToxins released a press release prior to
the event. Government was put on trial in the court of public opinion for gross

dereliction of its constitutional duties to protect the right to life.




Web post

24 March 2025

South African People’s Tribunal on AgroToxins exposes
government’s failure to protect right to life

Coinciding with Human Rights Day, the South African People’s Tribunal on AgroToxins

took place in Stellenbosch in the Western Cape. This web post links to the broad media

coverage that helped spotlight the issue. View all the media coverage to date here.



https://acbio.org.za/corporate-expansion/sa-peoples-tribunal-agrotoxins-exposes-governments-failure-to-protect-right-to-life/
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Regional Women’s FLEAT in Johannesburg: Empowering Women
Faith Leaders in Environmental Advocacy

Published: Jul 30, 2024

SAFCEI article on its three-day in-person
Regional Women's Faith Leader
Environmental Advocacy Training
(FLEAT) in Johannesburg. ACB's Dr
Stephen Greenberg is mentioned as
having discussed Just Transitions in the

Southern and East African food systems.
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sabado, 3 de agosto de 2024

RESISTENCIA e RESILIENCIA:

Mulheres na Luta pela Terra e Territorios
contra o Neocolonialismo em Africa e no
Caribe

Jessica Fernandez, investigadora Garifuna, diplomata na Missao Permanente da
Republica das Honduras na ONU. Mestre em Relagoes Internacionais pela
Universidade de Coimbra. Candidata a doutora em Estudos de Desenvolvimento

In this blog, ACB's Mariam Mayet is
mentioned as a prominent activist

defending the rights of peasant women.
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AFSA Wheteiey Swiumedme Woness In a press advisory with the details of a
press conference as African faith leaders
AFRICAN FAITH LEADERS DEMAND prepared to issue an open letter to the
REPARATIONS FROM GATES Gates Foundation demanding reparations
ENDING THE HARM OF THE GREEN REVOLUTION
apsesscoweerece for causing extensive damage to Africa’s

B8AM EDT /12 PM GMT / 3PM EAT

food systems with its aggressive push for
industrialised agriculture, ACB's briefing

paper on the collapse of Zambia's food

system due to the FISP is mentioned.
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AGRA'S policy influence exposed
:African Faith leaders demand
reparations from Gates Foundation

By Staff Reporter - August 28, 2024 ® 188 -0

0 B

AFRICAN FAITH LEADERS DEMAND
REPARATIONS FROM GATES

ENDING THE HARM OF THE GREEN REVOLUTION

A PRESS CONFERENCE

WEDNESDAY, 28 AUGUST 2024 ‘
8AMEDT /12 PM GMT / 3PM EAT n
A . & . i D . # A‘—‘

Farmers Review Africa published an
article following an AFSA press
conference releasing its briefing paper
revealing how AGRA is using its power to
exert undue influence on local, national
and continental policymaking. In the

article, ACB's briefing paper on FISPs in

Zambia is cited.
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AGRA on the spot over use of
chemical fertilisers

A fertilizer is a natural or synthetic, chemical-based substance containing one or more

nutrients essential for enhancement of plant growth and soil fertility. PHOTO/Print

Insights

People Daily published an article
following an AFSA press conference
releasing its briefing paper revealing how
AGRA is using its power to exert undue
influence on local, national and
continental policymaking. The article
quote's AFSA's Million Belay as

mentioning ACB's briefing paper on

FISPs in Zambia during the event.
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“"Why African Groups Want

. . Mariam Mayet, in Tim Schwab's The Bill
Reparations From The Gates

Gates Problem, is quoted in this article as

P . °
r()unddthﬂ having said that the Gates Foundation
Christine Ro Contributor @ . .
Christine Ro is a journalist covering science and m haS mOblllsed SO mUCh fundlng and
development.
& 7 influence for an industrial model of
P2, 2024, 11:34am EDT agriculture, that it has crowded out

alternatives.
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Instant noodles and ‘garage’ pies to disappear from SA's shelves?

The days of quick meal solutions such as instant noodles may be numbered as awareness is raised about tt

‘ By Marzanne Janse van Rensburg
“' 25-09-24 09:24
in News
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This article links to and mentions
information included in ACB's UPF

factsheet series.
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Afrlca fightsrising hunger by
looking to foods of the past

ACB's Sabrina Masinjila is quoted in an
article on the Vision for Adapted Crops
and Soils (VACS) initiative featured on
the MIT Technology Review website. She
critisises the support of Bayer and raises
concerns that VACS could open the door
to multinational companies’ use of African
crops’ genetic sequences for their own
private interests or to develop varieties
that demand application of expensive,

environmentally damaging pesticides and

fertilisers.
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REDD-Monitor Q

Your daily reminder that carbon offsets are a scam

Biodiversity offsets and credits: “ecological
impacts, land dispossession, loss of
livelihoods and systematic violations of
individual and collective rights of the affected
communities”

A neoliberal market that commodifies nature and delays action on the loss of biodiversity
globally. What's not to like?

@ CHRIS LANG
OCT 23, 2024

Q 12 D 2 4 Share

Biodiversity Offsetting

A corporate social license to
perpetuate biodiversity destruction
and gender inequality

1024

ACB is mentioned in this as one of the
200 organisations that signed on to a

statement opposing biodiversity offsets

and credits.
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Big Agriculture is watching critics,
pesticides and GMO food

By Lydia Namubiru, The Continent, Elena DeBre and Margot Gibbs

L] x| = [l

This article reveals more about an
industrialised smear campaign, with big
backing in the United States. The
campaign wrote and distributed more
than 3500 profiles on people and
organisations who have been critical of
GMOs and factory-made pesticides,
branding them as being “opportunistic
stakeholders” in a “protest industry”.

Mariam Mayet, who was included on this

list, was interviewed for the article.




Mentions

PARTIE 1: PERSBECTIVES INBERNATIONALES
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)53 \ Alors que les marches des aliments ultra-transformes
sont saturés dans les pays a revenus élevés et moyens,
les multinationales de I'agroalimentaire se tournent
vers I'Afrique pour élargir leurs marchés et leurs profits
en promouvant, via des stratégies agressives, les
aliments ultra-transformeés. Cet article explique les
stratégies utilisées par les entreprises agroalimentaires
et les multiples impacts sur la santé et le bien-étre des
populations africaines et sur leur environnement.

Mariam Mayet contributed an article on
the invasion of ultra-processed foods in
Africa in FIAN Belgium's 8th edition of
Beet The System!, its annual magazine
tackling junk food. For the 8th edition, the
magazine explores in depth the impact of
the agri-food industry on food choices

and how it imposes its fast-food and low-

cost model.
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Agroecology: A policy imperative for sustainable and

resilient food systems in SADC
Opinion by Dr Thulasizwe Mkhabela - 1mo - 5 4 min read In this article in agroecology in the SADC

region, the African Centre for Biodiversity
is mentioned as having been instrumental
in promoting seed sovereignty and

farmer-led research.
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People Power with Shabnam Palesa Mohamed

The Gates Foundation's VS Kenya's People

Forced to Settle, Toxic Influence, and Controversies in Kenya and South Africa

6 SHABNAM PALESA MOHAMED

e i

Children’s f§#¥

AFRICAN CHAPTER

hosts a discussion on
Bill Gates vs The People of Kenya, Africa
Court Case Outcome on Diplomatic Immunity
What is the impact on health and sovereignty?

In this web post, criticising the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation for its
overreach in terms of local autonomy,
agricultural policies, and public health
initiatives, particularly in Kenya and South
Africa, ACB is mentioned as being critical
of the introduction of GM crops in Africa
as they create a cycle of debt and
dependency, stripping local farmers of
their autonomy and control over

agricultural practices. The Supreme Court

case win is also mentioned.
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Routed in Hustle , Growth with purpose.

Eplsode 04 -» The GMO Debate A

blessing or a Time Bomb?

»They plant with faith, but GMOs spark fear abundance
or ruin? Yields soar, yet soils whisper warnings of
dependency and loss. Is this a farmer's savior or a
ticking bomb? Africa’s future hangs in the balance!

In this blog post highlighting critical
concerns around the introduction of GMO
crops in Africa, ACB is mentioned as one
of the civil society organisations
advocating for a more cautious approach,
promoting agroecological farming

methods and the preservation of Africa’s

rich genetic heritage.
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CONVERSATIONS ON

FOOD AND
OUR CULTURE

with Mariam Mayet

JUNE 14, 2024

Register to join this conversation via ZOOM

12.00NOON WAT

Health of Mother Earth Foundation
hosted a webinar, Conversations
about Food and our Culture, Mariam
Mayet was the keynote guest and

speaker.




Meetings and events

The Biodiversity and Biosafety Association of
Kenya (BIBA-K) and ACB hosted a regional

meeting in Nairobi, bringing together a small

group of civil society actors from Zambia,
Kenya and Tanzania who are engaged in food
systems, to build capacity, discuss, learn and
share on the Global Biodiversity Framework

and the key issues to consider for its

implementation to ensure the transformation of

food systems.




Meetings and events

Workshop on recent research on seed
patents at the European Patent Office,
concrete examples of how patents hinder
breeders' freedom, and possible courses of
action at national and international levels.
In addition, from an African perspective, we
will learn how this patent frenzy intersects
with the evolving discourse on genome
editing, including DSIs and large datasets,
deregulation, and impacts on agricultural

biodiversity, farmers' rights, and seed and

food systems in Africa.




Meetings and events
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Paz con la Naturaleza

ACB attended and participated in the Sixteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on

Biological Diversity (COP16) alongside other meetings under the UN Biodiversity Conference of the Conference

of Parties to the Cartagena Protocol and the Conference of Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to

Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilisation, in Cali,

Colombia.




Meetings and events

The South African People’s Tribunal on Agrotoxins was led by the lived experiences of farm workers and
dwellers on South Africa’s industrial farms, community members affected by the UPL chemical warehouse fire,

and expert testimony from academics, researchers, and support organisations. The opening statement made by

ACB’s Mariam Mayet is available here.



https://acbio.org.za/corporate-expansion/sa-peoples-tribunal-agrotoxins-exposes-governments-failure-to-protect-right-to-life/

