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Programme 1:
GM & Biosafety



Publication web views



Web post views



Media mentions



Publication web views



Media mentions



General media coverage

This review examines recent advances 
in West Africa in cowpea Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) approaches, 
highlighting research on host plant 
resistance, biological control, 
biopesticides, good cultural practices, 
and on-farm participatory research and 
training undertaken to support 
sustainable cowpea production.

ACB’s cowpea report of 2015 is 
referenced in this review.

https://acbio.org.za/gm-biosafety/gm-seed-industry-eye-africas-lucrative-cowpea-seed-markets/


Programme 3:
Corporate Expansion



Publication web views



National policy dialogue on a just transition and adaptation in the food system 
and related outputs

The National policy dialogue on a just transition and 
adaptation in the food system took place in 
Ekurhuleni, South Africa. Organisations representing 
the labour movement, smallholder farmers, farm 
workers, labour tenants, informal traders, waste 
reclaimers, food and land justice organisations, civil 
society, and policymakers came together to discuss 
building a coordinated understanding and policy 
approach to a just transition in the South African 
food system across sectors. 

It was hosted by the Alliance for Rural Advancement 
(AFRA), Biowatch South Africa, Institute for 
Economic Justice (IEJ), African Centre for Biodiversity 
(ACB), LandNNES, Tshintsha Amakhaya, Climate 
Champions for Adaptation, Adaptation Network, 
Environmental Monitoring Group, and the National 
Labour and Economic Development Institute 
(NALEDI).



Web post views



Publications

In the lead up to the National policy dialogue on a just transition and adaptation in the food system, a series 
of six fact sheets highlighting some of the key issues were produced in English, Afrikaans, isiZulu, isiXhosa 
and Sepedi. Two versions of each were produced - a pdf for web and a pdf for mobile.



ACB released various reports in the lead-up to and following the dialogue:



Other reports…



Webpost view for press release



ACB’s Sabrina Masinjila participated in the Convention on 
Biological Diversity’s 25th meeting of the Subsidiary Body 
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
(SBSTTA) in Nairobi, Kenya, 16-19 October 2023. This was 
an important convening following the adoption of the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework in 
December 2022. 

Key items on the agenda include biodiversity and climate 
change. As a subsidiary body of the COP, SBSTTA is to 
report regularly to the COP on all aspects of its work. 
Multidisciplinary and open to participation by all Parties, 
SBSTTA comprises government representatives 
competent in the relevant field of expertise.

Outputs of meetings and events attended by ACB



Web post views

https://acbio.org.za/corporate-expansion/acb-attends-25th-sbstta-meeting-in-kenya/


ACB's Sabrina Masinjila spoke at a side event at 
the 25th SBSTTA meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, 17 
October 2023, hosted by the ETC Group and 
HOMEF Nigeria in collaboration with the CBD 
Alliance, AfriTAP, and the Hands Off Mother 
Earth! Alliance. 

The event aimed to affirm the CBD’s leadership 
in taking precautionary decisions on 
geoengineering, urging for the world to take 
real climate action and avoid false solutions.

SBSTTA side event



ACB contributes articles to CBD Alliance’s publication, ECO



Web post views



Publications

In a new series focusing on ultra-processed food (UPF) 
on the African continent, we explore the impacts of 
shifting dietary patterns, with increasing reliance on 
low-cost UPFs globally, and in Africa in particular, in 
the context of an urgent call for a just, agroecological 
food system transition. 

In the first part of the series, we attempt to succinctly 
describe and define UPF, how it differs from other 
foods and outline the major concerns with UPF.



Publications

In the second part of our UPF in Africa series, we delve 
into the consumption of UPF in Africa: shifting dietary 
patterns linked to food environments and personal 
motivations; where foods are purchased and the role 
of policy in shaping food accessibility and affordability.

This fact sheet explores UPF consumption in both rural 
and urban areas; the relationship between food 
environments and food choice; systemic injustices and 
linkages between production, consumption and trade 
agreements, as part of the discussion on shifting 
dietary patterns increasingly dependent on readily 
available, cheap and nutritionally-void UPF.



Publications

The third UPF fact sheet looks at how the ultra-
processed food (UPF) market is dominated by 
corporations, with the most powerful manufacturers 
being mega multinational companies like Nestlé, 
PepsiCo, Unilever, Coca-Cola Co, Danone, Mondelez, 
and Kraft Heinz Co, from the Global North. 

These behemoths held 53% of the UPF market in 
2019, generating profits from multiple global regions 
through their own and franchised infrastructure. The 
UPF industry is already 1.6 times larger than the global 
food production and processing industry and 
generated more than US$1.5 trillion in 2023.



Publications

In this fourth part of our ultra-processed food (UPF) in 
Africa fact sheet series, we explore how mega UPF 
corporations (Nestlé, PepsiCo, Unilever, Coca-Cola Co, 
Danone, Mondelez, and Kraft Heinz Co, among others) 
use their excessive and undue influence and financial 
clout to embed and consolidate their power at the 
national level and subvert governments’ attempts to 
regulate the advertising, marketing, and consumption 
of their “fake food” products. The actions of these 
companies and their products not only undermine 
public health, but contribute to its related crises.



Publication contributions 

ACB’s Dr Stephen Greenberg 
contributed a chapter in African 
Perspectives on Agroecology. 

His chapter looks at corporate 
expansion in African seed 
systems: implications for 
agricultural biodiversity and 
food sovereignty.



Publication related web views

ACB shares background on the publication and additional relevant 
resources.

https://acbio.org.za/corporate-expansion/agroecology/african-perspectives-on-agroecology/


General media coverage

ACB’s Dr Stephen Greenberg 
contributed to Amandla 90/91 by 
Roger Etkind in September 2023.

He provides an overview of the 
commercial farming sector in 
South Africa under apartheid and 
the changes made since 1994 in 
the post-apartheid era. He also 
looks at how the food system has 
been restructured and potential 
alternatives, such as agroecology. 



General media coverage

In this article, putting forward a critique 
of the Gates Foundation's agricultural 
interventions in Africa, the work of 
experts and expert organisations from 
around the world is cited, with links to 
reports and news articles documenting 
these concerns provided.  

The ACB's work over many years, 
including its most recent publications, 
are cited in the article, highlighting the 
numerous problems associated with the
Gates-led “green revolution” for Africa. 



General media coverage

Mariam Mayet wrote an op-ed, in 
January 2024, for Table Media on 
how promoting climate-smart 
agriculture as a climate solution is 
misleading and noted that 
agroecology is essential if 
humanity wants to have a future 
on the planet.

https://table.media/en/agrifood/standpunkt/agriculture-in-a-changing-climate-we-only-have-a-future-with-agroecology/


General coverage

The paper provides an in-depth case 
study of the importance of promoting 
agroecological transitions. Following a 
qualitative research methodology 
based on a literature review for 
context, preparatory discussions with 
local contact points, and semi-
structured interviews and focus group 
discussions with local actors in the 
field, the paper describes, analyses and 
characterises the agroecological 
transitions in the Overberg District in 
the Western Cape.



General coverage

In this journal article, in which Aby L. 
Sène argues that "justice whereby the 
rights and self-determination of Black 
and Indigenous peoples are upheld is 
incompatible with global 
conservation", ACB is cited as an 
African-led organisation that is working 
to protect Africa’s biodiversity by 
resisting corporate-industrial 
expansion in the continent's food and 
agriculture systems while working 
towards food sovereignty and 
agroecology.



ACB participates in WFP event and forms part of the panel discussion

Women on Farms Project (WFP) hosted its 
annual National Farm Worker Platform 
(NFWP), 6-8 November 2023. This year, 
NFWP focused on the current state of 
landlessness, hunger and health of workers 
who are precariously employed on farms. 
The theme was 'Dignity and decent 
livelihoods through a just transition of the 
agricultural system’. 

ACBs Mariam Mayet joined the panel on 
alternatives to the dominant industrialised 
agricultural model practiced in South Africa 
and shared the thinking and strategy behind 
the People’s Pesticide Tribunal.



ACB participates in HLPE event and forms part of the panel discussion

Joining other experts on the South 
African food system in a 
collaborative webinar, ACB's Dr 
Stephen Greenberg presented on 
the High Level Panel of Experts 
(HLPE) on Food Security and 
Nutrition's 13 principles as a framing 
for agroecology. The webinar 
explored the complexity of the food 
system, its interconnected 
challenges as well as what type of 
interventions should be taking place.



Meetings and events attended by ACB

AFSA’s Climate convening. Africa’s roadmap to adaptation through agroecology: defining Africa’s position for COP 27, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia
The event aimed to provide a space for diverse climate actors to discuss and shape a roadmap for diverse climate actors to 
discuss and shape a road map for the transition to climate adaptation and community resilience through agroecology. ACB’s 
Sabrina Masinjila was one of the speakers of this event who shared her expertise on how WEMA is a false solution to climate 
change.



Meetings and events attended by ACB
The Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights was organised by the Secretariat of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture Organization, 12-15 
September 2023. It was attended by more than 500 delegates from 60 countries, including the National 
Focal Points of the International Treaty, more than 150 farmers, and more than 100 foreign participants. 
ACB’s Rutendo Zendah-Chirape attended the symposium as a continuation of our work on farmers' rights 
under the Plant Treaty, giving political support to African CSOs and governments on various issues 
pertaining to farmers’ rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty.



Biovision hosted a regional workshop, 11-13 
October 2023, on the development of national 
agroecology strategies (NAS) in East and Southern 
Africa. Participants included CSOs and government 
officials involved in the development of NAS in their 
countries. ACB’s Dr Stephen Greenberg was in 
attendance. Countries represented were Uganda, 
Kenya, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Rwanda, 
Zambia and Malawi.

The first day was participation in the Global 
Landscapes Forum in a session on NAS, co-hosted 
by Biovision, the Agroecology TPP, and the 
Agroecology Coalition. The next two days were a 
closed peer-to-peer exchange with the Biovision 
participants. The agenda included making the case 
for a NAS; linking strategy to action; prioritising 
policy interventions; and funding.

Meetings and events attended by ACB



The ACB was invited to attend the Swiss Cooperation 
Partners meeting held in Harare, Zimbabwe, 19-20 
October. The meeting agenda included sharing news 
from the Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency; 
discussing important context developments and 
emerging priorities; narrow-in outcome orientation, 
monitoring, and evaluation topics; and fostering 
collaboration and synergies among Swiss-supported 
initiatives for the Cooperation Programme for Zambia 
and Zimbabwe 2023-2026. 

ACB’s Rutendo Zendah-Chirape attended the meeting as 
an SDC partner under the Strengthening Agro-
Biodiversity in Southern Africa (SASA) project.

Meetings and events attended by ACB



Meetings and events attended by ACB

ACB's Sabrina Masinjila attended 
the 3rd National Ecological Organic 
Agriculture Conference (NAEOAC), 
8-9 November 2023, in Dodoma, 
Tanzania, and participated in a 
panel discussion on agrobiodiversity 
and improved nutrition.



ACB's Mariam Mayet, Dr Stephen 
Greenebrg and Sindy Peters attended a 
meeting of the Agroecology advocacy 
group in Cape Town, 23-24 November 
2023, hosted by partners ACB, Surplus 
Peoples Project, Trust for Community 
Outreach & Education, Tshintsa 
Amakhaya, Biowatch, Association for 
Rural Advancement Land Rights 
Advocacy and Environmental 
Monitoring Group. The meeting, which 
also hosted small-scale farmers, focused 
on the way forward for the group in 
terms of focus work areas over the 
coming year.

Meetings and events attended by ACB


