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Programme 1:
GM & Biosafety



Publication web views



Media mentions



Publication web views



Publication web views



Media mentions



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Media mentions



Publication web views



Media mentions



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Media mentions



Publication web views



Media mentions



General media coverage



ACB’s Sabrina Masinjila provides a comment in this article about Kenya’s decision to lift the ban against GMO’s; 
and to further allow a GE crop variety, MON810, that is banned in German. Her comment stresses that the ACB 
has done years of research proving that the GE Crop is a failed solution and will worsen food security in Kenya. 

General media coverage



General media coverage

The article discusses how seed companies want to 
make Africa the new extension zone for transgenic 
crops and provides. With the focus on Kenya and its 
moratorium on GMOs to prevent the privatisation of 
the African seed sector through pushing WEMA onto 
the continent – on the notion that Kenya is in deficit 
due to drought, and the GMO varieties will be more 
"resilient" – the article mentions ACB’s research on 
WEMA drought tolerant maize as evidence showing 
that planting this GM corn variety is not the solution 
and has never been demonstrated in any country. 



ACB, together with 83 organisations, sign onto the collective statement opposing the Dakar for the Dakar 2 African Food 
Summit’s “climate smart agriculture” approach, which includes the promotion of Water Efficient Maize for Africa (WEMA) 
project. The article mentions the ACB, who explains how WEMA aims to build a private-sector seed industry in Africa and 
spread hybrid maize varieties, and is not a long term solution. The statement was organised by the AfDB and written by the 
organizations which are part of AfriTAP (the African Tech Assessment Platform). 

General media coverage



General media coverage

With the focus on smallholder farmers in 
Uganda, this article sheds light on the 
challenges concerning farmers who do 
not have power to manage their seed 
system due to the pressure of Ugandan 
govt putting on scientists to devise ways 
of ensuring food security through GMOs. 
ACB is mentioned in the article, to 
emphasise the Ugandan governments 
support for GMOs, as a number of GMO 
crops are already under testing by the 
National Agricultural Research 
Organisation (Naro) to boost farm 
productivity and fight hunger. 



General media coverage

How Africa is being considered a test 
area for genetically modified crops. 
However, many countries are refusing to 
grow GM crops because they have seen 
the negative consequences.



General media coverage

Dr Patrick Jones examines the 
current messaging promoting 
GMOs and reveals that decades of 
careful legal work concerning GMO 
use has been undermined over the 
past three years, green-lighting a 
potential surfeit of novel GMOs in 
both food and pharmaceutical 
products. 



General media coverage

Review on media sentiment 
in Africa around genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs) 
and biotechnological 
developments in agriculture 
for July 2023. 



General media coverage

This review examines recent advances 
in West Africa in cowpea IPM 
approaches, highlighting research on 
host plant resistance, biological control, 
biopesticides, good cultural practices, 
and on-farm participatory research and 
training undertaken to support 
sustainable cowpea production. 



Adam Breasley speaks to ACB’s Sabrina Masinjila as one of diverse range of experts in this interview about the 
challenges to regulate gene drives. As part of Save our Seeds #shorts series, Sabrina shares that text and 
language a huge problem to have GD regulated, which is why part of the ACBs work is to advocates for the 
text around horizon scanning and technologies to be safe and appropriate for developing countries, and less 
risk to humans and the environment.

Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work



ACB‘s ED Mariam Mayet, in an interview with Adam Breasly (Save our Seeds) questions why African governments have become 
so deeply indebted that they are unable to deliver basic public health for their populations, and why Africans should continue to 
suffer from malaria while being trapped in a treadmill of pesticide resistance and dependency on patented vector-control 
products. Save our Seeds travelled the world speaking to some of the world's leading thinkers, activists and academics on the 
impact of gene drives and have rated ACB’s The financialisation of malaria in Africa: Burkina Faso, rogue capital & GM /gene 
drive mosquitoes (2022), the most in-depth analysis of the financial dynamics underpinning Target Malaria's gene drive 
mosquito project to date; and that the African Centre for Biodiversity's report is a major contribution to the debate around gene 
drives.

Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work



Following on from the SA Agrochemical national meeting convened by 
the ACB in April 2022, when it was decided that we would host and 
convene a Peoples’ Tribunal on pesticides, further informal meetings 
have taken place. This meeting was held to formulate a tentative draft 
of the core focus of the tribunal.

The outcomes of this meeting included ACB commitment to working 
with Angela Andrews ex LRC and Ricco from Groundwork on the 
process that the Registrar will be adopting to phase out and ban highly 
hazardous pesticides; and using the drafted discussion document to 
begin building the process and necessary building blocks for the 
convening of a popular people’s tribunal by the end of 2024. 

Regional meetings hosted by ACB



Programme 2:
Seed Sovereignty



Publication web views



Publication web views



Media mentions



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Mozambique is currently 
developing a new seed policy 
and new pieces of legislation to 
regulate its seed sector and to 
this extent, a draft National 
Seed Policy and a draft National 
Seed Law are in the pipeline. 
The publication finds that the 
draft seed policy and the draft 
seed law are embedded in a 
neoliberal and neo-colonial 
paradigm that entrenches 
industrial agriculture.

Publications



Publication web views



Publication web views



General media coverage

ACB’s Mariam Mayet is quoted in 
this article by Enorm, a German 
magazine dealing with 
sustainability and climate justice. 
Mayet’s quote provides an 
explanation for why South Africa 
state of food security is shaped 
by the history of racial 
segregation and discrimination 
against the non-white population 
during the apartheid regime.



General media coverage

Features quote from Mariam Mayet on 
exceptions to seed legislation to allow for 
farmers’ autonomy to preserve 
Indigenous agriculture that is “the 
bedrock to ensure ecological integrity, 
sustainability of nature, biodiversity, 
landscapes, and ecosystems.” 



General media coverage

ACB's Mariam Mayet is quoted in 
this article, which recognises the 
threat posed to the livelihoods of 
African small farmers and their 
ancestral crop varieties by Western 
seed companies pushing for legal 
and financial penalties for farmers 
who don't adopt 
foreign-engineered, patented 
seeds, including genetically 
modified versions of native seeds.



General media coverage

ACB is mentioned as a key 
organisation in the continued 
movement against UPOV and the 
attempted privatisation of seeds.



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

This radio interview took place at the Chimanimani Behu Seed 
festival. ACB’s research and advocacy officer Rutendo Zendah 
shared the purpose of ACB and Pelum hosting the Zimbabwe 
farmer-to-farmer exchange. 

As part of the exchange, the farmers were given a chance to spend 
time at the seed festival and learn about local varieties of seed from 
the seed custodians. The core of the interview highlighted how the 
seed fair was a learning experience to see how Zimbabwe farmers 
are able to overcome climate change obstacles in producing strong 
quality seed, how farmers are adapting, and the importance of 
technical knowledge and skills needs to grow seeds. 

This interview was broadcast on radio on 15 October 2022. 



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

ZBC news broadcasted the seed 
market, hosted by Tsuro Trust, that 
was the ACB – Pelum Zimbabwe 
Farmer to farmer exchange 
program. The broadcast featured 
one of the participants from the 
exchange, Busiswe Mhlongo who 
shared her experience of the seed 
market and the importance of 
sharing and exchanging seed 
indigenous seeds. 15 October.



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

On #WorldFoodDay, Regeneration International hosted a global online webinar featuring ACB's Sabrina Masinjila. The 
webinar showcased the journey of African civil society including that of the African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), in the 
struggles for seed sovereignty, depicting especially mobilisation against commercial seed laws aligned with the 
International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) 1991, which dispossesses farmers of the 
right to their seed and criminalises farmers seed and their age-old farming practices. 



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

‘The Last Seed,’ the latest 
documentary film produced by 
@rosaluxglobal in association with the 
AFSA, Biowatch, and PELUM Tanzania 
features the ACB’s ED Mariam Mayet 
as part of the powerful voices 
advocating for seed sovereignty on the 
African continent.  Through the lived 
experiences of African small-scale 
food producers, scientific and political 
expertise advocating for seed 
sovereignty, the film outlines the 
reality of far-reaching consequences of 
corporate greed in the lives of millions 
enmeshed in seed; and acts as a map 
helping us remember the lost meaning 
of seed.



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

ACB's Sabrina Masinjila was 
the keynote speaker at AFSA's 
Seed Webinar which looked at 
the threat of foreign influence 
in African policy and 
development agendas and the 
massive uptick in efforts to 
harmonise Africa’s seed 
policies. The webinar explored 
the importance of preserving 
and revitalising traditional 
seed systems in the face of 
commercial pressures.



Webinars, meetings and events hosted by ACB



Webinars, meetings and events hosted by ACB

ACB hosted a seed sovereignty 
strategy meeting with its partners 
to take forward the seed work in 
2024 and to come up with a joint 
framework for our work together.



2022 Zimbabwe Farmer to Farmer 
exchange

The ACB, Participatory Ecological Land 
Use Management (PELUM) Zimbabwe, in 
collaboration with Towards Sustainable 
Use of Resources Organisation (TSURO), 
and Community Technology 
Development Organisation (CTDO) 
Zimbabwe co-hosted a farmer-to-farmer 
exchange, training, and knowledge 
sharing with a focus on seed selection, 
production, storage, and distribution, as 
part of its overall research and advocacy 
strategies toward the recognition of 
farmer seed systems and the 
implementation of farmers’ rights. The 
exchange and training is took place on 
the 9–17 October in Zimbabwe.

Meetings attended by ACB



Meetings attended by ACB

Securing Farmers Rights Seminar in Southern Africa, hosted by Seed Knowledge Initiative (SKI), Zambia Alliance for 
Agroecology and Biodiversity (ZAAB), and University of Cape Town (UCT)
This event was organised to share knowledge and experiences on farmers’ rights in practice, the revival of farmer-led 
seed systems, and of restrictive policies which undermine their rights and food sovereignty. The dialogue formed part of 
the SKI Farmers’ Rights Campaign, a culmination of 8 years of SKI’s work, and many generations of farmers’ knowledge, 
through seed and food celebrations across the region, farmers’ dialogues, and seed market days. 



Africa Group Regional Preparatory meeting for the Ninth Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, New Delhi, India
ACB’s research and advocacy officer Rutendo Zendah, together with a group of representatives from civil society and the 
IPC addressed the Africa Group at the Regional Preparatory meeting for the Ninth Session of the Governing Body of the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA). This group provided interventions on 
some of the key issues to be negotiated by Contracting Parties which included reaffirmation of the legally binding of all 
articles of the treaty including Article 9 which addresses Farmers Rights, the challenges that arise from the  use of Digital 
Sequencing Information (DSI) and the implementation of Multilateral System (MLS) obligations and ensure fair and 
equitable sharing arising from the utilisation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in the form of DSI. 

Meetings attended by ACB



To ensure continued learning and exchanges 
for smallholder farmers in the African region, 
the ACB supported the participation of two 
Zimbabwean farmers at the West Africa 
Peasant Fair in Benin. Ngoni Blessing 
Chikowe, Zimbabwe SmallHolder Organic 
Farmers' Forum - Zimsoff, Zimbabwe and 
Simbisai Machava, Mwenezi Development 
Training Centre, PELUM Zimbabwe, who took 
part in the Farmer-to-Farmer Learning 
Exchange organised by the ACB and partners 
in Zimbabwe in October 2022, attended the 
Benin seed fair to learn first-hand about 
farmer managed seed systems in West Africa, 
and how farmers strive for food sovereignty 
within the context of increasing GMOs in 
Africa.

Meetings attended by ACB



Meetings and events attended by ACB

ACB’s Mariam Mayet and Rutendo 
Zendah-Chirape attended a 
multi-stakeholder consultation 
workshop on Plant Breeders' Rights 
and Draft Regulations of the Plant 
Improvement Act in Pretoria on 11 
October 2023, hosted by the 
Department of Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural Development.



Meetings and events attended by ACB

ACB's Rutendo Zendah-Chirape attended from 
25-28 October 2023 in Kenya the Africa Group 
Regional Preparatory meeting ahead of the 
Tenth Session of the Governing Body of the 
International Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture that will be held 18-24 
November 2023 in Rome. ACB joined the last 
three days which were dedicated to policy 
matters.



Meetings and events attended by ACB

ACB's Rutendo Zendah-Chirape, together with 
other CSO groups, attended the International 
Treaty meeting in Nairobi were invited to visit 
Seed Savers Network's (SSN) community seed 
bank and training centre in Gilgil on 28 October 
2023. SSN works with 74,000 farmers practising 
agroecology. Their community seed bank stores 
more than 900 deposits of farmer seed. They 
do on-site training which is led by staff or lead 
farmers and the training centre also hosts a 
youth initiative project for value addition of 
traditional vegetables.



Webinars and events hosted by ACB

ACB co-hosted a 
pre-consultation workshop on 7 
November with CSO 
representatives in preparation 
for a multi-stakeholder 
consultation meeting with the 
Dep. of Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural Development 
on Plant Breeders' Rights and 
Draft Regulations of the Plant 
Improvement Act in Cape Town.



Meetings and events attended by ACB

ACB’s Mariam Mayet and Dr 
Stephen Greenberg attended a 
multi-stakeholder consultation 
workshop on Plant Breeders' 
Rights and Draft Regulations of 
the Plant Improvement Act in 
Cape Town on 8 November 2023 
hosted by the Department of 
Agriculture, Land Reform and 
Rural Development.



Meetings and events attended by ACB

ACB's Rutendo Zendah-Chirape 
presented at this side event at the 10th 
session of the Governing Body of the 
ITPGRFA on how to create space for 
farmer-managed seed systems. The 
event braught together perspectives 
from research, state actors and civil 
society. ACB's presentation looked at 
introducing an exemption for 
smallholders in seed regulation and 
plant breeders' rights in South Africa.



Meetings and events attended by ACB

Rutendo Zendah-Chirape, on behalf 
of ACB, attended the 10th session 
of the Governing Body of the 
International Treaty for Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture which took place in 
Rome, Italy. The theme of the 
session was “From seeds to 
innovation solutions, safeguarding 
the future“, and it was based on 
the exploration of the links 
between the GBF and the Treaty 
and identified relevant GBF targets.



Mariam Mayet was invited 
by the Rural Women's 
Assembly to speak at its 
General Assembly, 
presenting on Seeds, food 
sovereignty and climate 
justice in Southern Africa 
during a teach-in “idea” 
session.

Meetings and events attended by ACB



Programme 3:
Corporate Expansion



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Media mentions



Publications



Publications



ACB’s research and advocacy officers Sabrina Masinjila and Linzi Lewis attended the fourth 
meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group on the #Post2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF) is underway in Nairobi, Kenya, where parties to the @UNBiodiversity 
(CBD) are considering how to develop a new blueprint for #ForNature. In addition to ACB 
publishing one blog drawing concern to the failure of the negotiations to date highlighting 
global inequalities, and touches on some of the key issues under discussion, and the 
implications especially for Africa and its food and agriculture systems – three op-eds where 
submitted to ECO 2022 CBD Alliance. 

Media mentions



ACB’s ED Mariam Mayet, and research and advocacy officers Linzi Lewis and Sabrina Masinjila submitted three articles to the ECO, 
critiquing the negotiations for failing to recognises and respects traditional and sustainable uses, rights, and practices of all 
people, and especially Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, including smallholder food producers, pastoralists, and fishing 
communities. ECO is a thought provoking blog organised by the Convention of Biological Diversity Alliance (CBDA) in response to 
capturing the voices, involved in biodiversity related work on the ground, and those who participate at CBD sessions. 

Media mentions



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publications



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publications

In the lead up to the National policy dialogue on a just transition and adaptation in the food system, a series 
of six fact sheets highlighting some of the key issues were produced in English, Afrikaans, isiZulu, isiXhosa and 
Sepedi. Two versions of each were produced - a pdf for web and a pdf for mobile.



Publications



Publication web views



Publication web views



Publications

In a new series focusing on ultra-processed food (UPF) 
on the African continent, we explore the impacts of 
shifting dietary patterns, with increasing reliance on 
low-cost UPFs globally, and in Africa in particular, in 
the context of an urgent call for a just, agroecological 
food system transition. 

In the first part of the series, we attempt to succinctly 
describe and define UPF, how it differs from other 
foods and outline the major concerns with UPF.



Publications

In the second part of our UPF in Africa series, we delve 
into the consumption of UPF in Africa: shifting dietary 
patterns linked to food environments and personal 
motivations; where foods are purchased and the role 
of policy in shaping food accessibility and affordability.

This fact sheet explores UPF consumption in both rural 
and urban areas; the relationship between food 
environments and food choice; systemic injustices and 
linkages between production, consumption and trade 
agreements, as part of the discussion on shifting 
dietary patterns increasingly dependent on readily 
available, cheap and nutritionally-void UPF.



Publications



Publications

The third UPF fact sheet looks at how the 
ultra-processed food (UPF) market is dominated by 
corporations, with the most powerful manufacturers 
being mega multinational companies like Nestlé, 
PepsiCo, Unilever, Coca-Cola Co, Danone, Mondelez, 
and Kraft Heinz Co, from the Global North. 

These behemoths held 53% of the UPF market in 2019, 
generating profits from multiple global regions 
through their own and franchised infrastructure. The 
UPF industry is already 1.6 times larger than the global 
food production and processing industry and 
generated more than US$1.5 trillion in 2023.



Publication web views



Publications

In this fourth part of our ultra-processed food (UPF) in 
Africa fact sheet series, we explore how mega UPF 
corporations (Nestlé, PepsiCo, Unilever, Coca-Cola Co, 
Danone, Mondelez, and Kraft Heinz Co, among others) 
use their excessive and undue influence and financial 
clout to embed and consolidate their power at the 
national level and subvert governments’ attempts to 
regulate the advertising, marketing, and consumption 
of their “fake food” products. The actions of these 
companies and their products not only undermine 
public health, but contribute to its related crises.



General media coverage

This article quotes ACB’s research and 
advocacy officer Linzi Lewis when 
highlighting key findings from the 
Protecting Agricultural Biodiversity 
and Constructing Scientific Food 
System Security virtual webinar 
hosted by African CSO Biodiversity 
Alliance (ACBA) on the 21 September, 
in which Lewis presented in. 



General media coverage
ACB signs on to the declaration statement 
calling on the inadequacy of government 
and multilateral responses that have 
resulted in increased inequalities, and 
heightened the fragility of the global food 
system. The statement was the result of the 
roundtable discussions from the 
‘#VoicesFromTheGround2: Grassroots 
impacts of COVID-19, conflicts, and crises 
on the right to food and food sovereignty, 
hosted by Civil Society and Indigenous 
Peoples’ Mechanism (CSIPM) , which ACB 
helped organise.
 
The report outlines clear demands to 
governments and the UN system, 
identifying actions which need to be 
undertaken to transform a dangerously 
unfair and unsustainable system that is 
perpetuating hunger and poverty. 



General media coverage

ACB signs on to this CSO letter expressing 
solidarity with the struggle of the Maasai 
communities living in Loliondo and in 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area in Tanzania. 
Around 160,000 Maasai Indigenous Peoples 
are currently affected by the unilateral 
decision of the Government of Tanzania to 
forcefully evict them out of their ancestral 
lands. The letter urges the Tanzanian 
government to halt forced evictions and start 
consultations with the Maasai in compliance 
with international human rights. 



General media coverage

This online publication lists ACB 
as one source of information, 
particularly referring to its work 
done on Multiple shocks and the 
Ebola and COVID pandemics in 
West and Central Africa: 
extraction, profiteering and 
shattered food systems and 
livelihoods. 



General media coverage

ACB together with 50 
organisations, sign the 
open letter by AGRA 
Watch responding to Bill 
Gates' op-ed published in 
the New York Times by 
David Wallace-Wells and 
also in an Associated 
Press article, which were 
extremely dismissive of 
agroecology and his 
critics. The open letter 
was submitted to various 
media outlets which 
included: Common 
Dreams, Grist and The 
Nation. 



General media coverage

In AFSA’s blog about the key 
insights and outcomes from the 
15th Conference of Parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
(COP15), the ACB is mentioned as 
one of the speakers AFSA 
participated with in Missing the 
Mark? Global Biodiversity Targets 
Risk Failure without Agroecology 
and Agricultural Biodiversity – a 
side event hosted by the Global 
Alliance for the Future of Food, and 
co-sponsored by the ACB.



General media coverage

The ACB together with more than 80 national & 
international CSOs sighed onto an open letter 
calling on COP15 CBD to say no to geoengineering 
& yes to protecting biodiversity, the environment, 
human rights and the rights of Indigenous people.



General media coverage

In this press conference, 
organised by the Convention for 
Biological Diversity Alliance 
(CBDA), at the Montreal COP15, 
ACB’s Sabrina Masinjila was one 
of the partners from four 
different African CSOs, talking 
about the risks of 
#biotechnology for agricultural 
biodiversity and the need for a 
#precautionaryapproach. 



General media coverage

Experts in food systems and 
biodiversity where asked what 
they hope to see come out of the 
UN Biodiversity Conference, also 
known as COP15. One of the 
experts were ACB’s research and 
advocacy officer Sabrina 
Masinjila who shared ACB’s 
perspective on what is holding 
back action when it comes to 
recognizing the connection 
between food systems and 
biodiversity loss. 



General media coverage

In this interview, Sabrina Masinjila, from the African Centre for Biodiversity, speaks to ETC Group about 
some key targets in the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) being negotiated at COP15 in Montreal. 
She explains the importance of agroecology and agricultural diversity in Target 10 of the GBF, and why 
these are so important for biodiversity in the future.



General media coverage

ACB’s research and advocacy 
officer Sabrina Masinjila was 
featured in JRT’s article written for 
International Women’s Day. The 
piece showcases a group of women 
who are playing an important part 
in a ‘just rural transition’ – that is, a 
transition to sustainable farming 
that is good for the climate, food 
systems, natural ecosystems and 
farmer/rural community 
livelihoods. 



General media coverage

The Portfolio Committee by 
agroecology practitioners and 
advocates led by the African Centre for 
Biodiversity (ACB), the Association for 
Rural Advancement (AFRA), Agrarian 
Reform for Food Sovereignty Campaign 
(FSC), Biowatch, the Environmental 
Monitoring Group (EMG), the Surplus 
People Project (SPP), Tshintsha 
Amakhaya (TA), endorsed by 58 
organisations on 2 December 2022 
convened in Parliament to engage on 
an agroecology strategy plan for South 
Africa. This report provides a summary 
of the meeting that took place. 



General media coverage

This article provides insights on 
African cash crops and explores 
some of the top cash crops in 
Africa, their impact on the 
economy, and the potential they 
hold for the future. The article 
recommends the ACB’s work as a 
resource to learn more about cash 
crops in Africa. 



General media coverage

Leonida Odongo denounces 
corporate expansion in African 
countries and shares popular 
alternatives based on agroecology. 



General media coverage

In this feature article, ACB's Dr 
Stephen Greenberg provides an 
overview of the commercial 
farming sector in South Africa 
under apartheid and the changes 
made since 1994 in the 
post-apartheid era. He also looks 
at how the food system has been 
restructured and potential 
alternatives, such as agroecology. 



General media coverage

In this article, putting forward a 
critique of the Gates Foundation's 
agricultural interventions in Africa, 
the work of experts and expert 
organisations from around the world 
is cited, with links to reports and news 
articles documenting these concerns 
provided.  
 
The ACB's work over many years, 
including its most recent publications, 
are cited in the article, highlighting 
the numerous problems associated 
with the Gates-led “green revolution” 

for Africa. 



General media coverage

Mariam Mayet wrote an op-ed for 
Table Media on how promoting 
climate-smart agriculture as a 
climate solution is misleading and 
noted that agroecology is 
essential if humanity wants to 

have a future on the planet. 



General coverage

The paper provides an in-depth case 
study of the importance of promoting 
agroecological transitions. Following a 
qualitative research methodology 
based on a literature review for 
context, preparatory discussions with 
local contact points, and 
semi-structured interviews and focus 
group discussions with local actors in 
the field, the paper describes, analyses 
and characterises the agroecological 
transitions in the Overberg District in 
the Western Cape.



General coverage

In this journal article, in which Aby L. 
Sène argues that "justice whereby the 
rights and self-determination of Black 
and Indigenous peoples are upheld is 
incompatible with global 
conservation", ACB is cited as an 
African-led organisation that is working 
to protect Africa’s biodiversity by 
resisting corporate-industrial expansion 
in the continent's food and agriculture 
systems while working towards food 
sovereignty and agroecology.



Webinars and events hosted by ACB

This webinar, hosted by the ACB and the Third World Network (TWN), delved deeply into the debates and talks around 
the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and the future of Africa. The GBF, which is based on the Aichi 
Targets, is in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement, with the goal of achieving 
a 2050 Vision of living in harmony with nature. However, the negotiation‘s objectives continue to be on a collision course 
with nature and the planet, directing humanity towards a highly managed and techno-driven future. The webinar was 
attended by 80 participants.



Webinars and events hosted by ACB ACB, Acción Ecológica, and Third World 
Network (TWN) hosted a three-day 
South-South dialogue and exchange, Sunday 
27 – Thursday 31 August 2023 in Zanzibar, 
Tanzania.

Its aim was to provide a safe space for a 
gathering of activists and thought leaders 
from Africa, Asia, and Latin America, who 
connect with the practices and ideological 
outlooks of social movements, outrightly 
oppose neoliberalism, and actively resist 
extractivism/capitalist encroachment, 
working towards systemic change.

The meeting focused on the intersections 
between biodiversity, climate change, 
agriculture and food systems, and aimed to 
strengthen uniquely Global South 
understandings and analyses of the
structural drivers of these intersecting crises, 
as well as of the critical alternatives needed.



Webinars and events hosted by ACB

The National policy dialogue on a just transition and 
adaptation in the food system took place in 
Ekurhuleni. Organisations representing the labour 
movement, smallholder farmers, farm workers, 
labour tenants, informal traders, waste reclaimers, 
food and land justice organisations, civil society, and 
policymakers came together to discuss building a 
coordinated understanding and policy approach to a 
just transition in the South African food system 
across sectors. 

It was hosted by the Alliance for Rural Advancement 
(AFRA), Biowatch South Africa, Institute for Economic 
Justice (IEJ), African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), 
LandNNES, Tshintsha Amakhaya, Climate Champions 
for Adaptation, Adaptation Network, Environmental 
Monitoring Group, and the National Labour and 
Economic Development Institute (NALEDI).



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

ACB’s research and advocacy 
officer Linzi Lewis shares her 
expertise on how agriculture is 
dependent on biodiversity and 
biodiversity is an essential 
component of the agricultural 
landscape and a cornerstone of 
food and nutrition security, 
climate change adaptation, and 
sustainable livelihoods at the 
Protecting Agricultural 
Biodiversity and Constructing 
Scientific Food System Security 
virtual webinar hosted by 
African CSO Biodiversity 
Alliance (ACBA) on the 21 
September. 



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

Co-hosted by ACB, together with African Biodiversity Network, 
Biovision Foundation, Agropolis Foundation, Coventry 
University Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience 
(CAWR), Cultivate!, EcoNexus, Friends of the Earth 
International, Global Alliance for the Future of Food, Institute 
for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP), IPES-Food, Latin 
American Scientific Society for Agroecology (SOCLA), Laurier 
Centre for Sustainable Food Systems (Canada), Third World 
Network (TWN), UNESCO Chair on Food, Biodiversity and 
Sustainability Studies, and the University of Vermont. This side 
event sheds light on emerging coalitions and policy actions 
that are linking agroecology and agricultural biodiversity, as 
crucial pathways to transform food systems. Sabrina Masinjila 
is featured in a series of short interviews that were released 
on social media, talking about the importance of biodiversity 
and what the ACB hopes to get out of the summit.



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

The debt, biodiversity and climate crises are closely 
intertwined. For some countries, pressure to repay debt 
keeps them locked into biodiversity-degrading sectors in 
order to earn foreign currency, driving biodiversity loss. 
 
ACB's co-hosts the second side event which features experts 
from TWN, Climate and Community Project, University of 
British Columbia, African CSO Biodiversity Alliance, and 
others discussing debt, biodiversity, and climate crises. With 
a strong focus on addressing fiscal barriers on the path to 
transformative change, participants at the event will 
explore how to mobilise resources, eliminate debt, and 

maintain debt sustainability for CBD goals. 



The Global Alliance for the Future of Food: COP15: Voices from the global biodiversity conference with 
Sabrina Masinjila
Experts in food systems and biodiversity were asked what they hope to see come out of the UN Biodiversity 
Conference, also known as COP15. One of the experts was ACB’s research and advocacy officer Sabrina 
Masinjila who shared ACB’s perspective on what is holding back action when it comes to recognising the 
connection between food systems and biodiversity loss.

Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

ACB’s ED Mariam Mayet was one of the advisors consulted on the the 
process of overseeing the compilation of evidence and research of 
ClimaFunds latest report Soil to Sky 2: Climate Solutions That 
Transform. In a press release about the launch of this report, Mayet 
comments on the value this report has for substantially increased 
funding and support for socially just, equitable, and ecologically 
sustainable food systems to address the converging climate and 
biodiversity crises, in large part driven by industrial agriculture.



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

ACB's research and advocacy officer Sabrina 
Masinjila joins CBDA members to provide an 
update and critical analysis of the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF) and related decisions adopted 
at COP 15. Masinjila's presentation will uncover 
the false solutions of agriculture and synbio 
techno-fixes, as well as a way forward.



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

For the third installment of the video series ‘Rich Appetites,’ a short film series on how big philanthropy is shaping the future of food in Africa, 
co-produced by AGRAWatch and AFSA, ACB’s Mariam Mayet was interviewed about how the empire of influence between AGRA, Cornell 
Alliance for Science, AATF, OFAB, ABNE, CFS have worked together to create draconian laws facilitating the corporate capture of African 
agriculture and food systems. Further, Mayet discusses the new wave of neo-colonialism plaguing the African food system, whereby 
philanthrocapitalists are invading and taking control over policy making spaces and shaping the creation of draconian seed laws to turn Africa 
into an integrated market that supports the trade of agribusiness corporations.

https://www.richappetitesfilm.com/


Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

Women on Farms Project (WFP) hosted its 
annual National Farm Worker Platform 
(NFWP), 6-8 November 2023. This year, 
NFWP focused on the current state of 
landlessness, hunger and health of workers 
who are precariously employed on farms. 
The theme was 'Dignity and decent 
livelihoods through a just transition of the 
agricultural system’. 

ACBs Mariam Mayet joined the panel on 
alternatives to the dominant industrialised 
agricultural model practiced in South Africa 
and shared the thinking and strategy behind 
the People’s Pesticide Tribunal.



Online and broadcast coverage of ACB work

Joining other experts on the South 
African food system in a collaborative 
webinar, ACB's Dr Stephen Greenberg 
presented on the High Level Panel of 
Experts (HLPE) on Food Security and 
Nutrition's 13 principles as a framing 
for agroecology. The webinar explored 
the complexity of the food system, its 
interconnected challenges as well as 
what type of interventions should be 
taking place.



Meetings and events attended by ACB

AFSA’s Climate convening. Africa’s roadmap to adaptation through agroecology: defining Africa’s position for COP 27, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia
The event aimed to provide a space for diverse climate actors to discuss and shape a roadmap for diverse climate actors to 
discuss and shape a road map for the transition to climate adaptation and community resilience through agroecology. ACB’s 
Sabrina Masinjila was one of the speakers of this event who shared her expertise on how WEMA is a false solution to climate 
change.



Agroecology advocacy meeting held in Suurbraak, 27-28 Feb 2023
Co-hosted with the Environmental Monitoring Group (EMG), TCOE and ACB, we attended the Suurbraak farmers 
meeting which covered intersecting issues on climate change, agroecology, biodiversity, industrial agriculture. 
Through the lens of advocacy and the challenges facing smallholder farmers, the meeting was an introductory 
session that explored the gaps and opportunities of the agroecology climate in South Africa. 

Meetings and events attended by ACB



Fifth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on the Post-2020 
Global Biodiversity Framework  (OEWG5) and Fifteenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) (Part 2)

3-5 July 2023, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

The ACB, represented by Mariam Mayet and Sabrina Masinjila, attended this meeting in Kuala 
Lumpur. The meeting was hosted by TWN in collaboration SAM. There was also collaboration with 
other organisations who contributed to the meeting, such as Friends of Earth Malaysia. ACB 
supported the participation of two other African colleagues, Yemi Katerere and Simangele Msweli 
from the African CSOs on Biodiversity.

Meetings and events attended by ACB



Meetings and events attended by ACB

The Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights was organised by the Secretariat of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture Organization, 12-15 
September 2023. It was attended by more than 500 delegates from 60 countries, including the National 
Focal Points of the International Treaty, more than 150 farmers, and more than 100 foreign participants. 
ACB’s Rutendo Zendah-Chirape attended the symposium as a continuation of our work on farmers' rights 
under the Plant Treaty, giving political support to African CSOs and governments on various issues 
pertaining to farmers’ rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty.



Biovision hosted a regional workshop, 11-13 
October 2023, on the development of national 
agroecology strategies (NAS) in East and Southern 
Africa. Participants included CSOs and government 
officials involved in the development of NAS in their 
countries. ACB’s Dr Stephen Greenberg was in 
attendance. Countries represented were Uganda, 
Kenya, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Rwanda, 
Zambia and Malawi.

The first day was participation in the Global 
Landscapes Forum in a session on NAS, co-hosted 
by Biovision, the Agroecology TPP, and the 
Agroecology Coalition. The next two days were a 
closed peer-to-peer exchange with the Biovision 
participants. The agenda included making the case 
for a NAS; linking strategy to action; prioritising 
policy interventions; and funding.

Meetings and events attended by ACB



ACB’s Sabrina Masinjila participated in the Convention on 
Biological Diversity’s 25th meeting of the Subsidiary Body 
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) 
in Nairobi, Kenya, 16-19 October 2023. This was an 
important convening following the adoption of the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework in 
December 2022. 

Key items on the agenda include biodiversity and climate 
change. As a subsidiary body of the COP, SBSTTA is to 
report regularly to the COP on all aspects of its work. 
Multidisciplinary and open to participation by all Parties, 
SBSTTA comprises government representatives 
competent in the relevant field of expertise.

Meetings and events attended by ACB



ACB's Sabrina Masinjila spoke at a side event at 
the 25th SBSTTA meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, 17 
October 2023, hosted by the ETC Group and 
HOMEF Nigeria in collaboration with the CBD 
Alliance, AfriTAP, and the Hands Off Mother 
Earth! Alliance. 

The event aimed to affirm the CBD’s leadership 
in taking precautionary decisions on 
geoengineering, urging for the world to take 
real climate action and avoid false solutions.

Meetings and events attended by ACB



The ACB was invited to attend the Swiss Cooperation 
Partners meeting held in Harare, Zimbabwe, 19-20 
October. The meeting agenda included sharing news 
from the Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency; 
discussing important context developments and 
emerging priorities; narrow-in outcome orientation, 
monitoring, and evaluation topics; and fostering 
collaboration and synergies among Swiss-supported 
initiatives for the Cooperation Programme for Zambia 
and Zimbabwe 2023-2026. 

ACB’s Rutendo Zendah-Chirape attended the meeting as 
an SDC partner under the Strengthening 
Agro-Biodiversity in Southern Africa (SASA) project.

Meetings and events attended by ACB



Meetings and events attended by ACB

ACB's Sabrina Masinjila attended 
the 3rd National Ecological Organic 
Agriculture Conference (NAEOAC), 
8-9 November 2023, in Dodoma, 
Tanzania, and participated in a panel 
discussion on agrobiodiversity and 
improved nutrition.



ACB's Mariam Mayet, Dr Stephen 
Greenebrg and Sindy Peters attended a 
meeting of the Agroecology advocacy 
group in Cape Town, 23-24 November 
2023, hosted by partners ACB, Surplus 
Peoples Project, Trust for Community 
Outreach & Education, Tshintsa 
Amakhaya, Biowatch, Association for 
Rural Advancement Land Rights 
Advocacy and Environmental Monitoring 
Group. The meeting, which also hosted 
small-scale farmers, focused on the way 
forward for the group in terms of focus 
work areas over the coming year.

Meetings and events attended by ACB


