


Who we are

The African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) is research and 
advocacy organisation working towards food sovereignty 
and agroecology in Africa, with a focus on biosafety, seed 
systems and agricultural biodiversity. We are committed to 
dismantling inequalities and resisting corporate-industrial 
expansion in Africa’s food and agriculture systems.

Initially, our focus was exclusively on GM and biosafety, 
thus the organisation was established in 2003 as the 
African Centre for Biosafety. Over the years, this expanded 
into working on the interconnected issues affecting food 
sovereignty and biodiversity in Africa, including seed laws, 
farmer seed systems, agricultural biodiversity, agroecology 
and corporate expansion in agriculture. Our current 
geographical focus is mostly Southern, West and East 
Africa, with extensive continental and global networks.



Our vision

Socially just, democratic and cultural 

biological diverse landscapes and food 

systems in Africa, based on the 

interconnected and harmonious 

diverse and co-creation between 

people and nature.



Our mission

We carve transformative pathways through 

co-generating and diffusing new discourses and 

catalysing action, at the intersections of 

biodiversity, climate change, and food systems to 

shift power and social changes that advance a just 

transition in Africa.

Our work is anchored in a value system 

of reciprocal, horizontal, and interconnected 

relationships between people and nature.



What we fight for
We have a long and respected track record of opposing the aggressive push of the Green Revolution on the 

African continent, and the national and regional institutional architecture driving this. At the same time, 

we work with partners to deepen a shared understanding of, and realise transitions to, agroecological 

farming practices that provide an alternative to the corporate capture of African seed and food systems.



Our approach
Our theory of change flows from five dynamic and integrated strategies.



Our vision for change

Through these strategies, the ACB and self-organised 
civil society and farmers’ organisations, women and 
youth in Africa are empowered to participate in advocacy 
spaces on farmer seed systems, biosafety, agroecology 
and agricultural biodiversity conservation, and are able 
to influence public and private discourse and 
decision-making.

As a result, agricultural policies and implementation 
strategies are more inclusive, democratic and 
demand-responsive. This leads to positive, just and 
democratic policy and implementation, ultimately 
contributing to maintenance and use of agricultural 
biodiversity, and improved livelihoods and well-being of 
smallholder farmers in Africa.



Our partners











Annual reports

2022: 
https://t2m.io/ACB-annualreport-2022

2021: 
https://t2m.io/ACB_2021AnnualReport

https://t2m.io/ACB-annualreport-2022
https://t2m.io/ACB_2021AnnualReport

