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Media mentions – August

Following on from online meetings and with support from Professor Marion Mutugi, Kenya National Commission on Human 
Rights, the ACB hosted another meeting in May in Kenya, which led to the founding of the Network of African Scientists for 
Biosafety, Biodiversity, and Health (NASBIOH) – Réseau des Scientifiques Africains pour la Sécurité Biologique, la Biodiversité 
et la Santé (ReSABS) in French. Seipati Mokhosi, an Accelerated Academic Development Programme lecturer in the School of 
Life Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, who attended the event, was quoted in a university article, as saying: 
“One of the main issues related to the growing and emerging trends has been the use of genetic editing tools and techniques 
on the continent, and how responsive corporate science and scientists are to the current issues of Africa.”



Media mentions – July

This article referenced 9 of ACB’s publications in arguing that a paradigm shift is needed away from the Gates funded 
industrial agricultural models and towards agroecological approaches. It uses ACB’s publications as evidence to document the 
numerous problems with the Gates-led “green revolution” for Africa, and why agroecology is encouraged. These publications 
included the following:
The expansion of the commercial seed sector in sub-Saharan Africa: Major players, key issues and trends. 2015
Wandile Sihlobo’s technocratic support for GM and related technology misses the mark. 2021
Harmonisation of seed laws in Africa. 2021
Bayer breathing life into Gates’ failed GM drought tolerant maize. 2021
ACB Reaction to the Regional Dialogue on African Food Systems, which took place at
the Seventh Session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development. 2021
Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA): Laying the groundwork for the commercialisation of African Agriculture. 2012
Push back against risky and unsafe RNAi GM cassava cultivation in Kenya. 2021
GMOs in South Africa 23 years on: failures, biodiversity loss and escalating hunger. 2020
New Green Revolution for Africa: Trojan Horse for GMOs. 2007
Mark Lynas slammed for exploiting African farmers’ images to promote GMOs. 2018

https://www.acbio.org.za/expansion-commercial-seed-sector-sub-saharan-africa-major-players-key-issues-and-trends
https://www.acbio.org.za/wandile-sihlobos-technocratic-support-gm-and-related-technology-misses-mark
https://www.acbio.org.za/harmonisation-seed-laws-africa-0
https://www.acbio.org.za/bayer-breathing-life-gates-failed-gm-drought-tolerant-maize
https://www.acbio.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/AGRA_critique.pdf
https://www.acbio.org.za/push-back-against-risky-and-unsafe-rnai-gm-cassava-cultivation-kenya
https://www.acbio.org.za/gmos-south-africa-23-years-failures-biodiversity-loss-and-escalating-hunger
https://www.acbio.org.za/new-green-revolution-africa-trojan-horse-gmos
https://www.acbio.org.za/mark-lynas-slammed-exploiting-african-farmers-images-promote-gmos


Media mentions – March

Following approval to release 750 million genetically modified mosquitoes in Florida during 2021/2022, Oxitec plans to release 2 billion of 
them in California and Florida Keys. This article mentions ACB's paper and vlog. In pointing out the threats and effects Oxitec's plans will have 
on our ecosystem, this article references ACB's research arguing against Oxitec, which details the serious concerns raised by the release of GM 
mosquitoes in the world. 



Media mentions – July

The Committee for the Abolition of Illegitimate Debt (CADTM) published a commentary by Jean Nanga on the 
notion of rogue capital based on ACB’s publication ‘The financialisation of malaria in Africa: Burkina Faso, rogue 
capital & GM /gene drive mosquitoes.’ The commentary explores how capital is not only rogue, but structurally 

cynical and criminal.



Media mentions – May

In South Africa, GMOs resulting from new genetic modification techniques come under GMO regulations and must therefore 
be subject to the same obligations as any other GMO. Industry has appealed this decision and warn that the policy will have 
harmful consequences on food safety. The article mentions the ACB together with CSOs having submitted an appeal 
commission to rule on the industry's appeal, and are confident that if the commission's decision does not go along with the 

industry, the latter will go to the High Court. 



Webinars hosted by ACB on 
monitoring GM and biosafety – May

The ACB with the support of Professor Marion Mutugi  (Kenya National Commission on Human Rights) hosted a two-day meeting meeting, 
from the 30th to the 31st of May at Kilaguni  Safari Lodge in  Kenya, for the Network of Independent African Scientists (NIAS). The 
face-to-face meeting was held after a series of online meetings that were held in 2020 with the aim of creating a platform of sharing, 
exchanges, and learning for independent-minded scientists in the region. The meeting was attended by scientists from various disciplines and 
backgrounds from South Africa, Tanzania, Kenya, Mali, Benin, Nigeria, Zambia, and Ethiopia. It was also supported by key CSO partners, 
farmers' organizations from Kenya and Mali, and a representative from Thousand Currents, a funder that has also supported this work.



Meetings hosted by ACB on monitoring GM and biosafety – May

The ACB in collaboration with BIBA-K hosted a three-day meeting, from the 25th to 27th of May in Nairobi, Kenya. The aim of 
the meeting was to bring together CSOs from East and West Africa where the GMO push has been strongly situated on the 
continent due to a number of reasons and discuss on strategies to push back against this onslaught. 



Meetings hosted by ACB on monitoring GM and biosafety – April

National face to face meeting on agrochemicals in SA, 6 – 7 April 2022 hosted by the ACB and supported by Unpoison, TCOE, 
SACCAWU and UCT. The aim of the meeting was to bring together CSOs and scientific exporters on agrochemicals across 
South Africa and the Africa region to discuss to discuss the political climate of agrochemicals in SA, and to create a space to 
strategise challenges, solutions in tackling the agrochemical crisis. 



Webinars hosted by ACB on monitoring GM and biosafety – March

‘International Press Conference: Pushing Back Bt Cowpea in Africa,’ hosted by the ACB and Health of Mother Earth foundation 
(HOMEf) on the 7 March where the African coalition came together to publicise their call for a ban on Bt Cowpea in Nigeria 
and West African countries. 



Programme Two
SEED SOVEREIGNTY 

Seed laws & policies
Farmer seed systems

 



Submission



Publications



Media mentions 

ACB's ED Mariam Mayet features in Down to Earth's three-part series, "The battle for seeds in Africa," which investigates how 
the surge to harmonise seed laws serves corporate interests while criminalising farmer managed seed systems, with African 
CSOs strongly opposing the commercialisation of local seed and entrenchment of the corporate capture of our food systems.



Media mentions 

In his presentation at the 49th Regular Session, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Michael Fakhri explains the current 
reality of farmer seed systems and commodity seed system. He warns the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) to be vigilant of 
agrichemical giants putting pressure of the continent to implement seed laws based on the International Union for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) as a means to control and privatise seed, negate farmers’ seed systems and farmers 
rights – at the cost of destroying communities, livelihoods and biodiversity.  This article uses a photograph provided by ACB from 
the dialogue on farmer managed seed systems and agroecology, held in Acornhoek, Limpopo on 20-22 January 2020 in providing 
a summary of Michael Fakhri presentation. ACB also provided a short blurb on Farmer Managed Seed Systems of Africa to 
contribute to the social media activity supporting the presentation. 



International, Regional and National meetings attended by ACB, on Seed Sovereignty. 12 – 19 July  2022
LVC  Regional Youth Training 

The ACB participated in the LVC Regional Youth Training in Harare 
Zimbabwe this week. The regional Youth training on political 
economy and agroecology is meant to build the capacity of young 
women and men within LVC SEAF to understand the historical 
context that has informed existing agriculture and food systems 
and the practical implementation of agriculture practices. ACB 
presented on the Global food Systems, Corporate control in 
relation to African food systems, seed laws, and policies building 
on our work and collaboration with many partners and social 
movements in the region and in the international space. The 
meeting is being attended by youths from Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, Mozambique, Ghana, DRC, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania



Grounded Media approached ACB’s Mariam Mayet for an interview about the organisation’s work under the UNDP/GEF/Small Grants 
Programme, Operational Phase 6 project – which featured in a documentary about the beneficiaries of the grants programme. This grant was 

used to support ACB’s work on seed sovereignty. It assisted the ACB to address key environmental problems of the narrowing of seed availability 
and agricultural biodiversity, and the ecological damage caused by government and private sector orientation focusing exclusively on agricultural 

modernisation in the form of delivery and adoption of Green Revolution technologies. Through UNDP/GEF/Small Grants Programme ACB 
achieved building civil society and farmer capacity to engage with policy, and to develop and deepen relationships with farmers, CSOs, 

governments and donors to develop and implement policy solutions that protect, support and strengthen FMSS and agro-ecology. 

Online broadcasting coverage/webinars/meetings/ interviews of ACB works on Seed Sovereignty, March 2022
UNDP/GEF/Small Grants Programme: Interview with Grounded Media



Programme Three
CORPORATE EXPANSION

Agroecology
Agribusiness

Green revolution
Farm input subsidy programme

Multiple Shocks



Publications



Publications

ACB’s research and advocacy officers Sabrina Masinjila and Linzi Lewis attended the fourth 
meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group on the #Post2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF) is underway in Nairobi, Kenya, where parties to the @UNBiodiversity 
(CBD) are considering how to develop a new blueprint for #ForNature. In addition to ACB 
publishing one blog drawing concern to the failure of the negotiations to date highlighting 
global inequalities, and touches on some of the key issues under discussion, and the 
implications especially for Africa and its food and agriculture systems – three op-eds where 
submitted to ECO 2022 CBD Alliance. 



Publications



Feminists Demand End of UN Women’s Partnership With Blackrock, Inc

ACB, together with over 100 women’s organisations and CSOs, signed on to the AWID letter urging UN Women’s, which is 
responsible for promoting gender equality, to end its partnership with the largest investor in fossil fuels and 
deforestation-linked agricultural commodities, BlackRock.



Rich Appetites

For the third installment of the video series ‘Rich Appetites,’ a short film series on how big philanthropy is shaping the future of 
food in Africa, co-produced by AGRAWatch and AFSA, ACB’s Mariam Mayet was interviewed about how the empire of influence 
between AGRA, Cornell Alliance for Science, AATF, OFAB, ABNE, CFS have worked together to create draconian laws facilitating 
the corporate capture of African agriculture and food systems. Further, Mayet discusses the new wave of neo-colonialism 
plaguing the African food system, whereby philanthrocapitalists are invading and taking control over policy making spaces and 
shaping the creation of draconian seed laws to turn Africa into an integrated market that supports the trade of agribusiness 
corporations.

https://www.richappetitesfilm.com/

