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THEAericulhral
Research Council is to
apply to have genetically
modified potatoes released
to farmers in South Africa
(The Mercury, Juty 23),
despite the major
processors of potatoes in
this country indicating
reluctance to use them.

IntheUnited States
genetically modified

potatoes had to be shelved
becauseof consumer
resistance, andEgpt
terminated its GM Potato
project as its major trading
partnef,, theEuropean
Union, refused to pwchase
them.

South Africa exports 4i|
million kilograms of
potatoes to the Southern
AfricanDevelopment

Community countries,
someof whichwill
defmitely not purchase GM
varieties. For example,
Kenya will soon import one
million bags of maize from
Zambia which ithas
chosen over South Africa,
apparently to have GM-free
mane.

AnysavingsGM
potatoes bring to the South

Africanfood industtY
cor:ldbe a drop inthe
ocean when comPared with
the costto humanhealth
and the envirorunent, as
wellasthetlueatto our
potato export market. This
application shouldbe
turneddown.
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